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The Renaissance of Lower Manhattan
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In Brooklyn, | grew up looking south, scanning the ever-
changing silhouette of Lower Manhattan. For decades, the
void left by the Twin Towers was an open wound in the heart
of the city. But history did not remain frozen in the grief of
2001; it rebuilt itself, stone by stone, to give birth to the One
World Trade Center. This building is not just a skyscraper; it is
an architectural manifesto of resilience and a return to New
York life.

Construction began in 2006, marking the start of a new era for
the financial district. Under the direction of architect David
Childs from Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, the tower was
erected with millimetric precision. The choice of the name
“Freedom Tower” before its official inauguration already
testified to the project’s symbolic ambition: to restore New
York’s identity to the world. The reinforced concrete and steel
structure, clad in a bulletproof glass facade, embodies
modernity while honoring the memory of the past.

TIQETS

13 631 reviews

4.63 H*kkxx

The culminating moment arrived on April 30,2012, when the
spire surpassed that of the Empire State Building. It was a
historic instant, a silent but powerful transfer of the crown.
The final height was set at exactly 1,776 feet, or 541.3 meters.
This direct reference to the year of the American Declaration
of Independence transforms pure geometry into a patriotic
and universal symbol of freedom. Each meter of this ascent
tells a story of determination.

The official opening in November 2014 sealed this chapter of
reconstruction. Today, the One World Observatory offers
more than a panoramic view; it proposes an immersion into
the soul of the city. As you ascend to floors 100, 101, and 102,
you do not merely observe New York; you participate in its
living legend, where tragic history and a radiant future meet
under the same sky.
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THE EXPERIENCE

As soon as you step through the doors of the Global Welcome Center, the atmosphere shifts. The air is cool, and natural
light filters through the large bay windows, creating a striking contrast with the hustle and bustle of the street below. You
are immediately immersed in a space for contemplation, preparing your mind for the ascent. Interactive screens and
artistic installations capture your attention, promising an experience far richer than a simple elevator ride.

Then comes the suspended moment: entering the SkyPod Elevators. For 47 seconds, the walls become narrative canvases,
telling the story of Manhattan while the ground recedes below. It is a fluid transition between the concrete and the
sublime. When the doors open onto level 102, silence falls, broken only by the breath of your fellow travelers. Before you

stretches a 360-degree panorama, an endless sea of glass and steel that invites meditation and pure wonder.
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PREPARE YOUR VISIT

Practical information

ADDRESS

Lower Manhattan - Metro: WTC (Lines A, C,E, 1, 2, 3) or
Fulton St (Lines 1, 2, 3, R, W)

OPENING HOURS

Open daily. Hours vary by season; check your ticket for the
exact time slot.

FARES

Free child admission based on age (check variants). {promo}.

VISIT DURATION

Allow 1h30 to 2h to fully enjoy the three observation levels,
immersive theater, and interactive exhibits like City Pulse.

PHOTOS

Photography without flash is allowed in all glass areas.
Tripods are prohibited to keep visitor flow smooth.

HOW TO GET THERE

Access & transport

AUDIENCE

Ideal for families and couples. The experience is accessible to
children from 2 years old, with activities tailored for younger
kids in the Global Welcome Cente

@

Subway
:WTC Cortlandt — 2 min a pied
New York Penn Station (17 min) - Grand Central Station (19 min)

Bus
:WTC Cortlandt — 2 min a pied
New York Penn Station (26 min) - Grand Central Station (29 min)

Car

New York Penn Station (18 min) - Grand Central Station (21 min)

Citi Bike / Bike

New York Penn Station (23 min) - Grand Central Station (26 min)
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LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve the One World Observatory ?

? New York

& 40°42.780'N, 74°0.790'O

https://oneworldobservatoryuvisit-tickets.com/en/ the One World Observatory - Visit Guide 2026
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https://oneworldobservatoryuvisit-tickets.cé the One World Observatory - Visit Guide 2026
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ORGANIZATION

Discovering the Three Levels

Level O (Ground Floor)

This is where the immersion begins with the Global Welcome Center. Interactive multimedia installations present the
history of the complex and prepare visitors for the ascent. A spectacular video wall creates an immersive atmosphere
even before entering the elevators. Security checks, similar to those at an airport, are conducted at this level.

Level 100

The first observation level, accessible via the SkyPod Elevators. This area features interactive exhibits such as City
Pulse, which explores New York's urban history. The windows already offer impressive views of Lower Manhattan and
the Hudson River. It is a good starting point to acclimate to the height before going higher.

Level 102

The top of the observatory, offering the most complete 360-degree panorama. From here, you can distinguish the
Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and, on clear days, up to 45 miles around. The glass is treated to minimize reflections,

allowing for clear photographs. It is the ideal place to contemplate the entire New York skyline.

ACCESSIBILITY
Disabled Access

Full access via adapted elevators and gentle ramps to floors 100-102.
23 Families
Experience tailored for children aged 2 and up with interactive and thematic content.

{3 Audioguide
English, Spanish, Chinese
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SELECTION

Highlights at the Summit

Level 102
View of the Statue of Liberty

From level 102, the Statue of Liberty appears distinctly in the bay, anchoring the tower in its geographical and historical context.
The visual proximity to this iconic monument reinforces a sense of national grandeur. Use panorama mode to capture this iconic
coexistence.

% Many visitors are surprised to see the statue so clearly, thinking it would be too small at that distance, but the quality of the
glass makes the image crystal clear.

Level 100
City Pulse Exhibition

This interactive installation traces the evolution of Manhattan through visual and audio data. It contextualizes the position of
One World Trade Center within the city's urban history. An engaging way to understand the significance of the site before
heading to the upper floors.

% The animations react to the presence of visitors, creating a dynamic experience that evolves in real time according to crowd
flow.

Elevators
Ascension SkyPod

The 47-second ascent is a narrative performance in itself. The elevator walls display images and sounds recounting the history of
Manhattan. This immersive transition psychologically prepares the visitor for the extreme height. It is a suspended moment that
marks the separation between the bottom and the top.

% Theonboard audio is available in multiple languages, allowing each visitor to experience the city's story in their own native
language.
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Level 102

Panorama at 45 miles

On clear days, visibility extends up to 45 miles in all directions. The surrounding rural areas can be distinguished, offering an
unparalleled sense of scale. This expanse of view recalls the vastness of the New York metropolitan area.

% Ondays of great clarity, certain telescopes located in the observatory allow zooming in on specific details of the distant skyline.

Level 100
Foundations Room

This room offers an immersion into the historical and architectural foundations of the complex. It highlights the technical and

human challenges of the post-2001 reconstruction. The content is tailored for families who appreciate construction narratives.

y Detailed scale models show the interior of the structure, revealing the ingenious complexity behind the apparent simplicity of
the facade.

Level 102

Rooftop Bar-Restaurant

An elegant relaxation space where you can enjoy a cocktail or coffee with breathtaking views. The seasonal menu features local
dishes inspired by New York cuisine. Ideal for extending your visit in a chic and relaxed atmosphere.

» Servers often offer souvenir photos with the skyline in the background, a precious keepsake for tourists.

Ground Floor
Global Welcome Center

The reception space is itself a work of contemporary art. The giant screens and light installations create a strong first
impression. It is the narrative starting point of the entire visit. Take time to explore this space before heading to the elevators.

¢ Theinterior design uses recycled materials from the demolition of the old towers, a subtle nod to the site's history.

Level 102
View of the Hudson River

The perspective on the Hudson River offers a soothing contrast to Manhattan's urban density. One can observe maritime traffic

and iconic bridges such as the George Washington Bridge. A refreshing view that connects the city to its natural waterways.

¢ Inthe evening, the lights from boats and bridges create a magnificent light show from the summit.
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TIPS

Our Tips for a Perfect Visit

TIMING

Aim for off-peak hours: early in the morning right after
opening or late in the day to enjoy golden light and shorter
lines.

TICKET

Always buy your ticket online in advance to guarantee your
exact time slot; avoid Standard tickets if you are worried about
bad weather, as they often do not offer a weather guarantee.

ITINERARY

Start on level 100 for the interactive exhibits, then head
straight up to level 102 for the main views, in order to
maximize your time of contemplation at the summit.

PHOTO

Use your smartphone's panorama mode at level 102 to capture
the entire bay and the Statue of Liberty; the anti-reflective
glass greatly facilitates photography.

BREAK

Take a break at the bar-restaurant on level 102 for a coffee
with a view, or head to Fulton Market just below for a quick
lunch before heading up.

CHILDREN

Choose the family package (20% discount for 4 tickets) and
prioritize the activities at the Global Welcome Center and the
Foundations room, which are very popular with children aged
2 and up.

AUDIOGUIDE

Be sure to listen to the audio embedded in the SkyPod

elevators; it lasts 47 seconds and tells the story of Manhattan,

adding an essential narrative layer to the physical experience
of the ascent.

COMFORT

Wear comfortable shoes as you will be walking a lot around
the complex, and avoid bulky bags to speed up airport-style
security checks at the entrance.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ

I What is the difference between Standard and Combined tickets?

The Standard ticket grants access only to floors 100-102 of the observatory. The Combined ticket also includes access to the Museum

and the 9/11 Memorial. For a complete historical experience, choose the combined option.

I Is booking required for entry?

Yes, online booking is strongly recommended to guarantee your time slot, especially during peak season. Without a pre-purchased ticket,

access depends on same-day availability and may involve a long wait.

I Is there a visibility guarantee policy?

Visibility is not always guaranteed depending on the package chosen. Some premium offers include a weather guarantee allowing you to

return if the sky is overcast. Check the specific conditions of your ticket before purc

I Can | cancel or modify my ticket?

Cancellation terms vary by package and are indicated before payment. Read them carefully, then verify the date and time slot before

confirming, as some packages are non-refundable.

I How long does the elevator ride take?

The ascent via the SkyPod Elevators takes exactly 47 seconds. During this journey, an audio narration reconstructs the history of

Manhattan, turning the simple ride into a captivating narrative moment.

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

The symbolic precision of 1,776 feet

The height of the spire is no coincidence. It corresponds
exactly to the year of the Declaration of Independence. This
architectural decision transforms the building into a discreet
patriotic monument, visible from afar and rich in meaning for
New Yorkers.

Sixth in the world

Upon its completion, the tower was ranked as the sixth tallest
skyscraper in the world. This global position underscores the
project's ambition and its impact on architecture worldwide,
drawing international attention to the reconstruction of
Manhattan.

2012 world record

On April 30,2012, the One World Trade Center officially
surpassed the Empire State Building in height. This event
marked the end of the era of Jewish towers and the beginning
of that of modern vertical towers, redefining New York's
skyline.

Embodied Resilience

Opened in 2014, the building has become a symbol of
resilience following the destruction of the Twin Towers in
2001. Its inauguration represents reconstruction and
collective memory, offering a place for reflection and pride
for the New York community.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

After contemplating the horizon, head down into the neighborhood to extend the experience. Just to the south, the pools of
the 9/11 Memorial offer a poignant moment of reflection, reminding visitors of the site’s tragic history. For a culinary break,
make your way to Fulton Market, a vibrant marketplace where you can sample local specialties before or after your ascent.
If you are an architecture enthusiast, a stroll toward Stuyvesant Town reveals a fascinating contrast between modern and
historic styles. Finally, Battery Park, located nearby, is perfect for a leisurely walk along the waterfront, from which ferries

depart for the Statue of Liberty, offering a unique perspective on the harbor at ground level.

shortlyafiec ther Fepirtiet from st iy

New Jersey; and Washinion 56

Leaving the summit leaves a strange sense of lightness and fulfillment. You descend with your eyes still wide
open, imbued with that vastness. It is not just a view; it is an inner transformation. Leave with the certainty
of having touched the beating heart of New York, where history and the future merge into an infinite

horizon.
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